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Greetings, 

  I, George Turnboo, as District 2 Supervisor and 8th generation resident in the County of El Dorado, have never witnessed 
destruction at such a great magnitude as the Caldor Fire of 2021. The massive wildfire destroyed the community of Grizzly Flats, 
CA, and left most people homeless with a lost sense of community whose destruction included the only school, post office, 
church, water infrastructure and hundreds of homes. Compounding these losses, Grizzly Flats has a higher-than-average 
percentage of seniors, and with pre-disaster unemployment rate four times higher than the national rate. In addition, many of 
those who lost their homes live on limited incomes and face the prospect of relocating or rebuilding without Federal assistance or 
adequate insurance coverage. The Caldor Fire tragically burned Grizzly Flats and surrounding wildland habitats, across many 
acres of private and public lands. Once the Caldor Fire had reached catastrophic size, the scope of damage caused by the fire 
was beyond anything residents of El Dorado County could have ever imagined. The Caldor Fire was a nightmare that had a 
tremendous mental and physical impact on our County and will be remembered for generations to come. 

  Residents like disabled veteran R.W. MacNeil provide stories about leaving their pets behind due to the urgency of sudden 
evacuation and the expectation that the fire would be kept under control. In Grizzly Flats, few residents had warning to gather 
belongings before they were told to evacuate immediately. As a result, many residents were not able to gather very important 
paperwork or belongings, and in some cases were forced to leave livestock and pets behind. One large family reported fitting 
nearly a dozen people into a single vehicle and driving away as their home was engulfed in flames. Many residents continue to 
live in small trailers or RVs on their properties. 

  Forest management was reduced over the decades in the Sierra Nevada region, due to a regulated decrease in logging activity. 
We should have and continue to manage our forest like we manage our gardens. The Trestle Project was early on identified by 
the US Forest Service as a potential wildfire threat to the community of Grizzly Flats. The Trestle Project was a fuel reduction 
effort started in 2014 and was supposed to be completed by 2021. Though a proposed critical fire break, only 14% of the 20,453-
acre Trestle Project was ever completed, which could have saved Grizzly Flats. The Caldor Fire is currently California’s 15th 
largest recorded wildfire and burned hundreds of homes across 221,835 acres causing $81,846,798 in damage for Grizzly Flats 
alone, including Grizzly Flats CSD utility infrastructure and lost revenue. Areas like the Tahoe Basin, Pollock Pines or along 
Highway 50 were spared greater destruction by the Caldor Fire thanks to good forest management. 

  The survivors of Grizzly Flats, impacted by the Caldor Fire, look back on the devastation as a horrific event that changed their 
way of life. The natural beauty of the region that was impacted by the Caldor Fire is lost for decades. The County of El Dorado 
continues to do everything within its power to recover from the Caldor Fire, including helping communities and wildland habitats. 
We continue to rebuild Grizzly Flats including residential housing, infrastructure repairs, roads, water, and basic services. El 
Dorado County Government is grateful and appreciates any assistance that may be offered to the Grizzly Flats residents. 
 
Thank you, 

George Turnboo 
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September 6, 2022 

 

The Honorable Deanne Criswell 

Administrator 

Federal Emergency Management Agency  

500 C Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20472 

 

Dear Administrator Criswell,  

 

We write to inquire about FEMA’s Individual Assistance approval process and to 

request any updates you can provide on changing the 2019 rule. When you appeared before 

the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee on June 22, 2022, you 

testified that FEMA was reevaluating the criteria for FEMA Individual Assistance, and you 

offered to provide an update on the status of this analysis. 

 

As you know, FEMA issued a Major Disaster Declaration for the Caldor Fire, which 

devastated the town of Grizzly Flats, California.  Nearly 222,000 acres were burned in 69 

days, and more than 1,000 structures, including 782 homes, were destroyed.  However, 

despite the Caldor Fire destroying more homes than nine other disasters in 2021 combined, 

California’s requests for FEMA Individual Assistance have been repeatedly denied.  

 

It is our understanding that this denial can be traced back to a rule FEMA established 

in 2019 to consider a state’s total resources when determining whether to provide disaster 

assistance for individuals. California’s Office of Emergency Services expressed its concerns 

with this rule during the comment period, including that it would leave survivors without 

much-needed aid and discriminate against large states, like California, that may need to 

provide state resources for numerous disasters simultaneously.  

 

As you know, California and other Western states continue to face increasingly 

dangerous and extreme fire seasons. We appreciate your commitment to improving the 

FEMA Individual Assistance process, and we look forward to hearing the status of your 

review and working with you to provide more equitable federal disaster assistance for all 

survivors.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

                               Alex Padilla   Dianne Feinstein 

                       United States Senator          United States Senator 
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Honorable Representative, 
 

I would like to inform you about a tragic situation facing the residents of Grizzly Flats, 
CA. The Caldor Fire was the largest fire in El Dorado County history, and one of the largest 
wildfires in California history. The Caldor Fire decimated several communities, but the most 
severely impacted was the community of Grizzly Flats. Representatives at all levels of 
government have reached out to FEMA for Individual Assistance for the victims who suffered 
tremendous losses by no fault of their own. FEMA denied Individual Assistance for El Dorado 
County. When President Biden visited California to discuss the Caldor Fire, he promised to help 
the residents of Grizzly Flats, but since that time, FEMA consistently denies Individual 
Assistance to the victimized residents. President Biden could authorize the FEMA Individual 
Assistance to Caldor Fire victims and led residents to believe that he would. 
 
Please watch the YouTube video below that was created by El Dorado County to encourage 
President Biden to authorize FEMA Individual Assistance to victims of the Caldor Fire. We 
appreciate any response, recognition and support you can offer. I can be reached by email at 
bostwo@edcgov.us, by phone at (530) 621-5105. 
 
Caldor Fire Survivors Need Individual Assistance! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJz_Zn-pnD0 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
 
- George Turnboo 
 
El Dorado County District 2 Supervisor 
bostwo@edcgov.us 
(530) 621-5105 
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Re: Support for the Grizzly Flats Community Services District (GFCSD) Congressionally Directed Funding 
Request - $7 million 
 
Dear Honorable Senator Feinstein, 
 
I am writing to express my support for Grizzly Flats Community Services District (GFCSD) request for $7 
million dollars in Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Congressionally Directed Energy and Water Funding for the Eagle 
Ditch Raw Water Main Replacement project. 
 
The Eagle Ditch raw water pipeline provides flows for the entire community of Grizzly Flats. The Eagle Ditch is 
one of the most important water infrastructure components that was affected by the Caldor Fire. The pipeline 
needs to be hardened and replace to ensure continued reliable water to be made available to residents of Grizzly 
Flats. 
 
The proposed project would replace three miles of plastic pipeline with sturdier ductile iron pipeline to both of 
GFCSD’s diversions. The benefit would be for the entire community of Grizzly Flats by protecting the water 
supply’s main sources from fire related impacts, such as erosion or falling trees. GFCSD sustained many leaks 
and breaks since the Caldor Fire damaged infrastructure in 2021. Breaks and leaks allow debris to divert into raw 
water reservoirs, thereby disrupting flows and reducing water quality. Winter operations usually require snow 
removal and hardened ground surface, which make some repair operations nearly impossible. The pipeline runs 
deep through USDA Forest Service lands, so hardening this critical infrastructure will allow the community to 
build back better after the Caldor Fire. 
 
Nearly a year and a half after the Caldor Fire burned through 221,835 acres in El Dorado County and devastated 
440 of the 646 homes in the community of Grizzly Flats, insurance issues and lacking FEMA Individual 
Assistance continue to stand in the way of residents who lost everything and struggle to rebuild. The fire 
destroyed the local Church, Post Office, Elementary School, Fire Station, and many other infrastructure 
components. Despite all that, the residents rely on GFCSD to remain resilient, resourceful, and available. 
 
On behalf of my constituents, I want to thank you for your continued efforts to advocate for the federal assistance 
that the Grizzly Flats community needs and deserves. I strongly support the GFCSD’s proposed project and ask 
that you prioritize their request for Congressionally Directed Funding. If you have further questions, please 
contact us at bostwo@edcgov.us or by phone at (530) 621-5651. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
George Turnboo 
District 2 Supervisor 
County of El Dorado 
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March 8, 2023 
 
The Honorable Alex Padilla 
U.S. Senator for California  
B03 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington DC 20510 
 
Mr. Padilla: 
 
We are aware that the Grizzly Flats Community Services District (GFCSD) is submitting a FY 24 Energy and Water 
funding request for the Eagle Ditch Raw Water Main Replacement project. 
 
The Eagle Ditch raw water pipeline is the source water supply for the entire community of Grizzly Flats and is one of 
Grizzly Flats Community Services District’s most critical facilities. The pipeline needs to be hardened and replaced in the 
aftermath of the Caldor Fire to ensure reliable and continued water supply to its customers.  
 
The proposed project would replace the existing 3-mile plastic pipeline with a more robust Ductile Iron Pipe material to 
both of GFCSD's diversions. This project would benefit the entire community of Grizzly Flats and would protect the water 
supply’s 2 sources against future fire related impacts such as erosion or damage from fallen trees. The District has had 
significant number of breaks and leaks in the existing pipeline since the fire in August 2021.  These breaks have 
interrupted water flow and allowed debris to divert into the raw water reservoir, impacting the water quality. Disruption 
during the winter months makes it especially difficult to repair the pipeline due to heavy snow load on the ground where 
the pipeline is located deep in the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service lands. Hardening this critical 
pipeline will ensure more reliable and continuous service to the District's customers, and better allow the community to 
recover and rebuild from the Caldor Fire’s devastation.  
 
The El Dorado County District 2 Supervisor very much supports this proposed project as it will help protect the residents 
of the Grizzly Flats community and surrounding areas. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Turnboo 
District 2 Supervisor 
County of El Dorado 
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For more Caldor Fire information and sources, please visit the link below:
edcgov.us/Government/BOS/DistrictII/Pages/DistrictIIResearch.aspx


	Letter
	Final
	Presentation
	Letters
	McClintock_Letter_to_President_Biden_for_Caldor
	CA_Senators_Letter_to_FEMA
	Letter_To_Congress
	Support_Alvarado-Gil_to_Padilla_Letter
	Padilla_GFCSD_Support_Letter
	CalOES_FEMA_IA_Appeal_Letter





