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Chairman Bentz, Ranking Member Huffman and Members of the Commitee, on behalf of 
Friends of Rollo, a California based non-profit organiza�on, I am honored to represent Captain 
Rollo’s Kids at Sea, a coastal youth fishing program in California before the Subcommitee on 
Water, Wildlife and Fisheries, and speak to my support of H.R. 3925, the Youth Coastal Fishing 
Program Act. I am Mike Lum, Fundraising Event Coordinator for the organiza�on.  
 
I also manage the southwest region for Morton & Associates, a sales agency represen�ng 
fishing, marine and outdoor products in the thirteen Western States. In addi�on, I sit on the 
Execu�ve Board of the Coastal Conserva�on Associa�on of California, I am an ac�ve member of 
the American Spor�ishing Associa�on and in my spare �me, love to go fishing.  
 
California is home to the largest spor�ishing fleet and most landings in the na�on. Over 200 
spor�ishing boats, opera�ng year around from dozens of landings from San Diego to the 
Francisco Bay area. Many of these boats carry up to 75 anglers per trip. We also have the largest 
and most experienced live bait haulers as our nearshore waters are teeming with bai�ish that 
atract fish and provide ample access to live bait. The California coast drops off rapidly into the 
Pacific Ocean, crea�ng abundant offshore fishing and whale watching opportuni�es within a 
short distance from shore. This is ideal for half-day excursions depar�ng daily. Simply put, 
California is perfect for youth fishing programs.  
 
Background informa�on about Friends of Rollo, Captain Rollo’s Kids at Sea Program 
 
In 1999, in honor of a Captain James “Rollo” Heyn, a popular Spor�ishing captain that had just 
passed away, the 501c3 Non-Profit organiza�on, Friends of Rollo was founded. The goal being 
to allow as many kids as possible the opportunity to experience their first ocean fishing and 
marine life awareness trip. With a priority placed on underserved communi�es, the organiza�on 
typically charters sixty to one hundred trips per year in addi�on to a variety of pier and on-land 
kids fishing events. Each trip carries 30-50 kids. The cost of the boat, fishing tackle, hot lunch 
and crew are paid by Friends of Rollo. The recent, sky rocke�ng increases in fuel and trip costs 
have created a need for addi�onal funding to maintain current trip levels. Demand has never 
been higher and the need never stronger. The number of trips granted are only limited by the 
available funds raised. The organiza�on has benefited over 140,000 kids since it was founded.  
 



Trips are granted to as many groups of children as the budget allows for. Funding is largely 
grassroots in nature with annual raffles, fishing tournaments, public events and individual 
dona�ons making up the bulk of the financial resources.  
 
Schools, scouts, boys and girls clubs, church groups, at-risk youth facili�es, children’s homes, 
neighborhood youth groups, etc. request trips with a simple online applica�on. The Captain 
Rollo’s Kids at Sea trip coordinator works with each group to arrange a date, select a landing, 
appropriately sized boat, number of kids, etc. Once the details are worked out, the boat is 
reserved for them. It is that easy. 
 
 
The Purpose and Benefits of Youth Trips at Sea 
 
For those of us that spend much of our spare �me raising money so that these kid’s trips are 
possible, our investment of �me and energy is due to our understanding of the importance. We 
see, first-hand how the kids react to the experience and how they benefit, both in the short and 
long term. It is not a mater of if we want to spend our weekends selling raffle �ckets, solici�ng 
dona�ons, running fishing tournaments, hos�ng barbeques, etc., we simply must do it, it’s not a 
choice. If not for the Rollo program, who would provide this opportunity to all these kids? What 
we raise is never enough to meet the demand, but it is sizable and benefits thousands of 
children each year.  
 
Dr. Chris Minnick, a loyal supporter of the Captain Rollo’s Kids at Sea, spent 50 years as a child 
psychiatrist. He recently shared with me his observa�ons and exper�se about the benefits of 
youth fishing.  
 
Dr. Minnick grew up in a family that had litle �me for him. When not in school, he spent his 
early childhood mainly on his own, in what was then, a rural Phoenix, Arizona. He discovered 
the alure of fishing by watching small fish swimming in the irriga�on ditches and canals where 
he used to play. Fortunately for Chris, his family gardener loved to fish and once he realized 
Chris was interested, was happy to teach him how to catch them. This passion to go fishing was 
sparked when he was just 7 or 8 years old. His family relocated to Los Angeles when he was 13 
and he lost touch with his fishing mentor. However, he brought his love of fishing and being 
outdoors with him. It wasn’t long before he discovered the Santa Monica Pier and expanded his 
fishing prowess to saltwater species. Today, Dr. Minnick is 78 years old. His love and respect for 
nature and the great outdoors have only grown stronger over the years.  
 
He has seen first-hand what introducing children to the joy of fishing and developing an 
apprecia�on of our marine resources does to benefit kids. In prepara�on for this tes�mony, I 
asked him to summarize his thoughts about the subject. His leter is included but here is part of 
what he says.   

“As a child psychiatrist I have seen firsthand the importance of introducing children, ideally 
before the turmoil of puberty and adolescence, to activities that can bring focus, community, and 
passion to their life. Many children grow up in environments that make them vulnerable to 



creating problematic social ties with peers in gangs. They are at risk to bind emotional distress 
with drugs.  

Caring adults who show an interest in these children can have a profoundly positive influence. 
As happened with me and our gardener, they can be redirected to a focus on something that 
they would not even know exists without programs like Rollo’s Kids, that take kids fishing. 
Having that introduction involve caring adult figures is a profoundly important element in the 
success of such activities. 

I am now 78 years old. I was on various fishing adventures 123 days last year. My wife is 
grandmothering with a similar passion. My grandkids are already involved with fishing and I 
hope it can give them even a tenth of the happiness and meaning it has provided to my life.” 

I am a prime example of Dr. Minnick’s analysis of the life-changing potential that being 
introduced to the outdoors at a young age can have. No one can appreciate or attest to the 
importance of this organization more than me. My father died when I was 8 years old. With no 
siblings and no family support, my mother had to go to work to provide for us. I was left on my 
own much of the time and it didn’t take long before a young boy without much supervision was 
heading down the wrong path. As good fate would have it, just before my 10th birthday, a 
family moved into the house across the street and the young father, freshly out of the Navy, 
was a fisherman that loved to be on the ocean. His two sons were infants, so he was glad to 
have someone to teach about the ocean and fishing. He had also lost his dad when he was 
young and that created a special bond that exists to this day. He took me offshore on local 
fishing boats and showed me how everything was done. I loved it. I remember the first trip very 
vividly. I was so taken by the experience, the thought of getting into trouble or not doing good 
in school wasn’t an option. It was made clear that the fishing trips would stop if I didn’t behave. 
Going fishing and being on or near the ocean was the most important thing in my life. As a 
direct result of that experience, my life has been spent being a passionate angler and never 
working outside of the fishing, boating, outdoor industry. Being on the ocean is still very 
important to me and I still enjoy watching the dolphin playing alongside the boat. I assure you; 
it was that first day on a fishing boat that changed my life and provided me a career and a 
lifetime of enjoyment.  

Another example of a professional that recognizes the importance of taking kids fishing is public 
school teacher, Mr. Chris Stanley. A teacher in the San Diego area, he has taken his 5th grade 
class on Captain Rollo’s Kids at Sea trips for 17 consecutive years. This annual trip became so 
well known that children in lower grades would be looking forward to it for years before 
entering 5th grade. They couldn’t wait to go fishing. However, not all the kids in the class got to 
go. Good grades and proper behavior were required throughout the school year to be eligible 
for the trip. Mr. Stanley’s Captain Rollo Kids at Sea trips become so successful that teachers 
from other schools began requesting trips for their classes. Where else could an opportunity 
like this exist? Mr. Stanley is now teaching in a community day school where students require 
additional emotional support and positive outlets. Of course, he continues to utilize trips from 
Captain Rollo Kids at Sea Program. I have included his letter that explains his positive 
experiences with his classes and the kids being on the ocean. Mr. Stanley is an exceptional 
human being that dedicates his life to his students. When not teaching or working with 



troubled youths, he is often fishing. He and his entire family work at the numerous Captain 
Rollo fundraising events each year to help raise the money necessary to continue helping the 
kids.  

Mr. Doug Brown with the Kappa Alpha PSI Men’s Group is granted multiple trips each year by 
Friends of Rollo. These young people attend schools such as Crenshaw High School, Dorsey High 
School, Audubon Middle School, Washington Prep High School, Boys Academic Leadership 
Academy, Culver City Middle School, Morningside High School, Inglewood High School and John 
Burrows Middle School. These are inner city kids that benefit from the Captain Rollo Kids at Sea 
program year after year. His letter is attached. 

Marcus Farrow with Menformation Project, a youth mentoring program in Los Angeles knows 
what these trips accomplish. We have granted a fishing trip each year for them over the last 4 
years. These young people would not get this experience without Friends of Rollo. 
Menformation Project’s mission is to the point… To help our boys succeed in school and stay 
out of jail! 

Facili�es that care for children that have lost their parents due to cartel and drug related 
violence have also been granted Rollo, Kids at Sea trips. Any group that has kids in need are 
encouraged to apply.   
 
The benefits of exposing young people the experience of being on a boat at sea cannot be 
overstated. Seeing starfish, mussels, and crabs on the rocks within the marina, the sea lions, 
dolphin, whales and variety of birds hun�ng for their next meal are things most have never 
seen. It all combines with the smells, ocean mist and movement of the boat as the crew makes 
everything work properly. Children are cap�vated watching the live sardines and anchovy in the 
bait tank, learning how to use a rod and reel and catching their first fish. These trips can be life 
changing for many and create lifelong memories for all. There are adults working careers in the 
spor�ishing industry today that were introduced to the ocean on a Rollo trip. Others have 
grown up and become marine biologist and involved in research and ocean policy management. 
They are passionate about protec�ng our marine resources and others will be taking their own 
kids fishing someday.  
 
Never Actually Seen the Ocean 
 
Most of the kids served by these trips live within 40 miles of the coast yet it is regularly reported 
that many of them have never seen the ocean in person before being invited on a Captain 
Rollo’s trip.  
 
Giving children a hands-on introduc�on to the ocean cannot be replicated with books or videos. 
The excitement of seeing dolphin playing and swimming near the boat is not something that can 
be described. The thrill of watching a pelican or cormorant dive into the sea from high above 
and come up with a meal cannot be explained. The ocean is vast and full of mystery. Many 
children given the opportunity to be on a boat for the first �me, gain an understanding and 
natural curiosity that stays with them forever.  



 
No Access to the Ocean 
 
Most of our world is covered by water. Except for those that own a boat, or have the resources 
to pay for a trip, there is no access to the ocean. Most adults in our country have never been on 
a boat offshore. The chances of children at any age experiencing the adventure is extremely 
limited.  We make it happen.  
 
 
The Stage is Set 
 
California offers a unique opportunity with the number of spor�ishing and whale watching 
boats, landings and with fish and marine life so close to shore. We would like to provide many 
more children the opportunity this program offers. The system works well and requires no 
addi�onal cost, staff or �me to ramp up. We can double, triple or quadruple the number of trips 
without changing anything. 100% of addi�onal funding will be used to increase the number of 
kids benefi�ng.  
 
I want to thank Reps. Salazar and Kamlager-Dove for authoring the Youth Coastal Fishing 
Program Act. I also want to thank Members of this Subcommitee for cosponsoring the bill, 
including Reps. Huffman, Witman, Peltola, Levin, Case and Dingell.  
 
The bill would create a $2 million grant program within the Na�onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administra�on (NOAA)for projects that take children fishing in the ocean or Great Lakes, with 
priority given to projects that serve underserved communi�es. While similar grant programs 
exist within other federal land management agencies – such as the Na�onal Park Service, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Forest Service- NOAA has no such program. This bill would 
bring NOAA in line with other federal management agencies and ensure that equal access to 
nature can be enjoyed by all children. For the numerous programs around the country like ours 
where increased funding provides propor�onal increases in the number of children we can take 
on trips, this bill will directly benefit youth across the na�on’s coasts. A rela�vely small amount 
of federal funding, matched many �mes over by private sources, will create meaningful and 
las�ng benefits to our na�on’s youth.  
 
In addi�on to its over 30 cosponsors, the Youth Coastal Fishing Program Act is supported by 
dozens of recrea�onal fishing, conserva�on, and environmental educa�on organiza�ons. I urge 
the Commitee to swi�ly pass this bill and help ensure its enactment this session on Congress.  
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share how the Captain Rollo’s Kids at Sea program 
is improving the lives of thousands of children but many more are wai�ng.   
 



 
 
 



Chesapeake Conservancy 
Coastal Conservation Association Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation Ebony Anglers 
Guy Harvey Foundation 
Hispanic Access Foundation 
Hunters of Color 
International Game Fish Association 
Izaak Walton League of America 
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas 
National Fishing in Schools Program 
National Marine Manufacturers Association 
National Wildlife Federation 
Outdoor Afro 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
Wild Oceans 
Youth Environmental Alliance  

 





 





 
 
  



 



 

 


